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Background
Each academic term the Office of the Registrar provides midterm course grades submitted by faculty members for students whose midterm course grade are C- or below.  Students are given a “midterm warning” that is simply referred to as “midterms.”  The information is summarized in this report for undergraduate students living on campus by various living units (i.e., residence complex, residence hall, residence hall house, apartment area).

This methodology does not take into account the severity of the midterms (i.e., the difference between, say, an F midterm and a C- midterm).  But staff decided the most important barometer of concern is the midterm grade itself.  And house (or areas) with more midterms are areas where additional academic support can be focused.

Report
Table 1 indicates that of all campus residents, 41.7% of all on-campus undergraduates received one or more midterms in Sp11 compared with 43.9% in Sp10, a decrease of 2.2%.  The percent is a decrease of 4.7% from the 46.4% receiving one or more midterms in Sp09.  Some of the improvement may be accounted for by a slightly higher upperclass presence on campus.  The proportion of on-campus students who were freshmen as of Sp10 count day (35.5%) was 4.4% fewer than in Sp09 (39.4%). 

Table 2 provides a ranking by the proportion of the house (or area) receiving midterms.  Of all campus units, Peterson (Wallace) received the highest proportion of midterms (68.8%).  Anders (BLF) had the lowest proportion of midterms (8.8%).  
Seventy-nine houses (or areas) of 133 houses (or areas) received a higher proportion of midterms than average (41.7%).  The chart below provides numbers by group below comparing Spring 2011 midterm proportions with those from Spring 2009 and Spring 2010.

	Category of Midterms Received	Sp09	Sp10	Sp11
· Less than 20% received at least one midterm	1	4	5
· Between 20% and 30% received at least one midterm	11	11	11
· Between 30% and 40% received at least one midterm	14	21	34
· Between 40% and 50% received at least one midterm	31	49	39
· Between 50% and 60% received at least one midterm	55	46	32
· Between 60% and 70% received at least one midterm	24	12	12
· 70% or more of the house (or area) members received 	2	2	0
at least one midterm

Table 3 examines hall midterms in a similar manner to that done by house/area unit. Eight of 17 halls/areas received a higher proportion of Sp11 midterms than average (41.7%).  Similar to last year, SUV had the lowest proportion of midterms with a percentage similar to last spring (31.1%). BWR once again had the highest proportion of midterms recorded with a percentage similar to last spring (54.7%).  Most units (12) reduced (decreased from Sp10 to Sp11) the proportion of students who received at least one midterm.  Of those with the greatest decrease were Oak-Elm (-13.0%) and Wallace (-6.9%). The greatest increase from last spring was Linden with only a 1.5% increase.
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